
Year 6: Autumn 1 Signifi cant periods of time World War 2

Topic Name: What was life like during WW2?
Driver: History
Parental involvement/trip/visit: Showcase with parents

Big Writes / SPAG 
• Coordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions 
• Adverbials 
• Adverb, pronoun, prepositional, noun 
phrases
• Modal verbs used appropriately 
(could, can, would, if) 
• Inverted commas, commas for clause 
• Parenthesis (brackets) 
• Semi-colons, colons, dashes, 
hyphens 
• Spell some Y5/6 words 

Previous learning
In Year 5, the pupils learned about the signifi cance of the Victorian Age on life in Britain 
and the impact on modern life. In this unit pupils will have the opportunity to learn about 
how another signifi cant period of British History, World War II, impacted on life for regular 
people. In Year 5, the pupils also explored chronology within the time period, in this unit the 
pupils will place important events on a timeline and explain the signifi cance of each event 
In this unit of work, the children will be studying the causes of the Second World War in 
Europe, including the nation states that were involved and the effect that the war had on 
life in Britain for groups, such as children and families.

Week 1 – hook Air raid practices A fact fi le about signifi cant WW2 
events 

Week 2 Signifi cant events in WW2. What caused WW2?

Week 3 Compare and contrast evacuees A newspaper report about The Blitz 

Week 4 The Blitz 

Week 5 How did ordinary people help in the war, (rationing, growing vegetables) Instructions - how to make a clay 
garden model

Art/DT projects Garden Models

Sticky knowledge Vocabulary Local connection

The peace treaty at the end of WW1 was unfair to 
Germany and it became very poor. Hitler promised 
to make Germany great again

Germany invaded Poland in 1939 which caused 
Britain and France to declare war

Children were evacuated to the Country in case the 
cities were bombed

Food was rationed to make sure there was enough 
food for everyone. The war ended in 1945.

Allies
Air raid
Evacuation
Government
Suburbs
Siren
Black out
Blitz
Civilians 
Rationing

Hull bombed sites.
Children were evacuated to Beverley 
and other surrounding areas.
Holderness was very badly bombed.
The last bombing in England was on 
Holderness Road.



Year 6: Autumn 2 Weather and Environment Weather around the world

Topic Name: Why is the World’s Weather weird?
Driver:Geography
Parental involvement/trip/visit:  Visit from Wicked Weather Watch

Big Writes / SPAG 
• Coordinating and subordinating 
conjunctions 
• Adverbials 
• Adverb, pronoun, prepositional, noun 
phrases
• Modal verbs used appropriately 
(could, can, would, if) 
• Inverted commas, commas for clause 
• Parenthesis (brackets) 
• Semi-colons, colons, dashes, 
hyphens 
• Spell some Y5/6 words 

Story writing 

Previous learning
In year 5: Pupils used maps and atlases to locate rivers, estuaries, lochs and fjords in the 
UK and in Europe. In year 6, pupils use atlases, temperature and participation maps to 
identify changes in temperature across the world including America
In year 5, Pupils identify, compare and explain the differences in the physical geography 
of the coastline. In year 6, pupils are identifying, comparing and explaining the differences 
in temperature around the world. In year 5, Pupils identifi ed and explained the impact of 
human geography on the coast over time. In year 6 pupils are identifying and explaining 
the impact of human geography on the weather over time in different world locations.

Week 1 – hook Making fl yers on climate change to distribute around the school and 
local community

Write a description of a weather scene 
(in preparation for story writing) 

Week 2 Different weather patterns around the world, using globes and maps. 
Why does the weather change?

Week 3 Why locations have hot and cold seasons, precipitation maps, plotting 
our own maps of how a country has changed weather throughout the 
year

Who are the characters in your story? 
Write a description of one/some of 
them 

Week 4 The impact global warming has on weather

Week 5 Identify locations affected by signifi cant weather changes Plan and write a story “Adventure in 
___” (link with topic coverage) 

Art/DT projects Designing houses for different disaster areas

Sticky knowledge Vocabulary Local connection

The equator is the imaginary line that divides 
the earth in half into the Southern and Northern 
hemispheres

The closer the country is to the equator the hotter 
it is

Global warming is the gradual warming of the earth

El Niño is when a country’s climate switches very 
suddenly

High pressure is settled weather and low pressure 
is changeable and unsettled. 

Front
Isobar
Low pressure
Overcast sky
Prevailing winds
Tropics
Climate 
Precipitation
Drought
Monsoon

The Yorkshire Water drought- why is 
all the water disappearing?

Heat wave Summer 2022.



Year 6: Spring 1 Signifi cant periods of time Egyptians

Topic Name: Egypt- What was life like in Ancient Egypt?
Driver:History
Parental involvement/trip/visit: Exhibition for parents

Big Writes / SPAG 
• Embedded clause sentences 
• Main and subordinate clause 
sentences 
• Adverb, pronoun, prepositional, noun 
phrases
• Commas for clause 
• Parenthesis (brackets) 
• Semi-colons, colons, dashes, 
hyphens 
• Spell Y5/6 words 

Previous learning
In year 5, the pupils learned how to compare and contrast two different time periods. In 
this unit pupils will have the opportunity to compare different aspects of different time 
periods focusing on religion, monuments and trade. In year 5, the pupils also explored 
chronology within the time period, in this unit the pupils place important events on a 
timeline and explain the signifi cance of each event In the Autumn Term, pupils in year 6 
learned about WWII, learning about the signifi cant of the war on British history.

Week 1 – hook Egyptian explorer day. exploring hieroglyphics and other Egyptian 
practices

An information leafl et about the 
Egyptians 

Week 2 Placing Egyptians on a time throughout history. 
Ordering events in the Egyptian calendar

Week 3 Mummifi cation A report about mummifi cation 

Week 4 Comparing Egyptian monuments to modern monuments

Week 5 Compare the River Nile to the River Hull A diary entry from an Egyptian 

Art/DT projects Collage Tesserae 

Sticky knowledge Vocabulary Local connection

Howard Carter discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb in 
the Valley Of The Kings in November 1922

A pharaoh was mummifi ed to preserve their body 
and allow them to pass into the afterlife, something 
which the Ancient Egyptians believed was 
extremely important

Hieroglyphics were pictures that the Ancient 
Egyptians used as a form of writing

The River Nile acted as a form of transport allowing 
things to move up and down the country which 
meant that goods could be traded which benefi ted 
the Egyptian economy. 

Archaeologist
Canopic jar
Cartouche
Embalm
Mummifi cation
Sanctuary
Sarcophagus
Dynasty
Amulate
Pharaoh

Egyptian Gallery at the Hands on 
History Museum.



Year 6: Spring 2 Signifi cant places Mountains

Topic Name: Mountains - Why do Mountains Matter?
Driver: History
Parental involvement/trip/visit: Parental afternoon

Big Writes / SPAG 
• Embedded clause sentences 
• Main and subordinate clause 
sentences 
• Adverb, pronoun, prepositional, noun 
phrases
• Commas for clause 
• Parenthesis (brackets) 
• Semi-colons, colons, dashes, 
hyphens 
• Spell Y5/6 words 

Previous learning
Previously  pupils have explored the Equator, Northern Hemisphere and Southern 
Hemisphere.. The pupils havel explored the impact of the weather on the physical 
environment previously this year and through their unit of natural disasters in the summer 
terms.. In previous year groups, the pupils have explored different biomes. In this unit, they 
will further develop their understanding exploring the plants and wildlife found in mountain 
regions and how these vary depending on the location of the mountain range. 

Week 1 – hook Making paper mache mountains, researching different mountains and 
doing steps as if to climb one

A description of a mountain setting 

Week 2 How mountains are formed and mountain ranges

Week 3 Locating and interpreting mountains on a map Plan and write a story, “ How the bear 
lost its tail”

Week 4 Sketching and labelling diagrams of a mountain landscape

Week 5 Altitude and how weather affects how a mountain is formed Poetry unit - Write a poem, 
“Magnifi cent Mountain” 

Art/DT projects DT/Art - design and make a meal for an explorer

Sticky knowledge Vocabulary Local connection

Mountains are formed when tectonic plates push 
against each other and push the land up, which 
forms a mountain range

Elevation is used to measure how high a mountain 
or a hill is in relation to sea level

A mountain range is a short line of mountain peaks 
linked together by continuous highlands

As you climb higher up a mountain, the 
temperature drops because the air near the top of a 
mountain is always below freezing.

Mountain range
Elevation
Contour
Ridge
Mountain pass
Glacier
Alpine
Mountain landscape
Peak

Comparisons with Hull’s fl at landscape.



Year 6: Summer 1 Kings and Queens Mary Queen of Scots

Topic Name: Mary Q of Scots- What led to the demise of Mary Queen of Scots’?
Driver:History
Parental involvement/trip/visit: Parental Exhibition

Big Writes / SPAG 
• Adverb, pronoun, prepositional, noun 
phrases
• Embedded clause sentences 
• Commas for clause 
• Parenthesis (brackets) 
• Semi-colons, colons, dashes, 
hyphens 
• Spell Y5/6 words 

Previous learning
In Year 5, the pupils learnt about Elizabeth I and the Tudor family tree, in this unit the 
year 6 pupils will explore how the Tudor and Stewart families are linked. In Year 5, the 
pupils learnt how to gather information from primary sources to understand a signifi cant 
person. In this unit of work the pupils will learn how to use primary sources to compare 
two signifi cant people. In key stage 2, the pupils learnt how to create and interrupt family 
trees. In this unit of work the pupils will look at how two families are linked and how 
they are represented on a family tree. In key stage 2, the pupils explored primary and 
secondary sources to help them understand the period of history. In year 5, the pupils 
evaluate evidence and justify their responses to the information gathered. In year 1 pupils 
looked at the difference between Catholics and Protestants and how this affected people 
in England.

Week 1 – hook Tudor baking,  Create Holyrood A recount of your week 1 Tudor baking 
day 

Week 2 Family tree

Week 3 The relationship between Mary and Elizabeth A biography of Mary Queen of Scots 

Week 4 The events leading to Mary’s execution - Babington plot

Week 5 Mary’s Legacy (King James and what he did for the country) A report about Mary and her legacy 

Art/DT projects DT/Art - A fi gure in motion

Sticky knowledge Vocabulary Local connection

Mary’s Great Grandfather was Henry VIII

Mary was a Roman Catholic whilst most people in 
Scotland were Protestants

The Babington Plot was a plot by Mary to kill 
Elizabeth I and take the throne

Mary, Queen of Scots’ son, James VI of Scotland, 
would eventually become James I of England and 
he is the person who united England and Scotland 
into one country - Great Britain.

Treason
Executed
Tudor
Jousting
Protestant
Catholic
Nobleman 
Prisoner
Succeed
Inherited



Year 6: Summer 2 Natural Disasters Volcanoes

Topic Name: Volcanoes-Would you build a house on a volcano?
Driver: History
Parental involvement/trip/visit: Residential trip

Big Writes / SPAG 
• Adverb, pronoun, prepositional, noun 
phrases
• Embedded clause sentences 
• Commas for clause 
• Parenthesis (brackets) 
• Semi-colons, colons, dashes, 
hyphens 
• Spell Y5/6 words 

Previous learning
Pupils will draw upon their knowledge of mountain ranges and their position in the world, 
to deepen this knowledge whilst exploring volcanoes and the impact they have on the 
physical and human geography. Pupils will draw upon their knowledge of the impact of 
natural disasters studied in previous years.

Week 1 – hook Making an erupting volcano experiment A description of a volcano erupting 

Week 2 What is a volcano and how is it formed?

Week 3 The key features of a volcano. The difference between a volcano and a 
mountain

A fact fi le about volcanoes 

Week 4 Volcanic eruptions

Week 5 How volcanic eruptions affect environments A poster about staying safe during a 
volcanic eruption 

Art/DT projects DT/Art - Volcanic warning with a switch

Sticky knowledge Vocabulary Local connection

A volcano is an opening in the Earth’s surface

A volcano is formed when hot molten rock, ash 
and gases escape from an opening in the Earth’s 
surface

Deep within the Earth it is so hot that some rocks 
slowly melt and become a thick fl owing substance 
called magma

Some of the magma pushes through vents and 
fi ssures to the Earth’s surface.

Eruption
Magma
Lava
Caldera
Chamber
Crater
Tremors
Dormant
Fissures


